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as in 1814 people had recalled General Monk's restoration of
Charles II, so in the present crisis the talk was all of the English
Revolution of 1688, and how William of Orange had revived
constitutional government in England after it had been destroyed
by James II. But clever discussions could never have made a
revolution—vigorous action was necessary, and this was pro-
vided by the students and workmen of Paris led by half-pay
officers who had served under Napoleon. The elements in the
Opposition were very mixed, and the only passion which held
them together was hatred of the Bourbons and of priestly
power. Old Lafayette came out of his retirement and toured
the provinces, making republican speeches which aroused great
enthusiasm ; but the bulk of the nation were not looking for
another revolution—they did not even seek to get rid of
Charles X; all that they wanted was the dismissal of the
reactionary ministry, and government according to the spirit
of the Charter.
But this was what they were not likely to get. Charles and
Polignac looked upon constitutional government as something
foul and shameful, and they were encouraged by a vision which
appeared to Polignac, of the Virgin Mary calling upon him to
save France from such degradation. The Opposition seemed to
them perversely wrong-headed, and they were confident that
they had all the best elements of the nation at their backs. So
they determined to make another attempt to gain a favourable
Parliament, and Polignac contrived that the elections should
coincide with news of the conquest of Algiers (June iS^d).1
But the nation was too angry to be appeased by military success,
and in the new Chamber the Opposition was stronger than ever.
What was the King to do now ? The Charter did not lay
down what was to happen when Ministry and Parliament
were in a state of permanent disagreement, but it gave him
power to issue " Ordinances " which would have the force of law
1 France had long dreamed of an empire in northern Africa, and an
insult to a French consul by the Dey of Algiers had given a pretext for
sending an army and fleet thither.

